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28th June 2021 

Heart and Head 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As I write to you I must admit that I am suffering somewhat from decision fatigue! The rising case rate, and the 

knock on effects of the delay the full lifting of lockdown, played havoc with our carefully laid plans.  

Maybe it’s just me, but I have not found that consistency and common sense have been the hallmarks of the 

management of the pandemic – and we’re all living through the sharp end of that at the moment. 

It feels frustrating that that 60,000 people can gather to cheer on the European Football final, but 120 parents 

cannot gather to watch a sports day. It feels frustrating that Festival Republic can run an event with 5,000 people, 

but we can’t have an audience at our Festival in the Field. However these big events with big numbers are ‘test’ 

events – where EVERY attendee chooses to go and signs up to the attendant risks of both infection and isolation. 

Which is fine for independent adults who can each judge for themselves whether the event is worth the risk… On 

top of this, after the event, everyone goes their separate ways and there are no ongoing day-to-day disruptions to 

‘core business’... 

And here lies my biggest frustration. The ‘rules’ about contact have been relaxed, but the rules around isolation 

have not. Within the last two weeks one child and one member of staff have contracted COVID-19. Two separate 

classes have had to learn from home for 10 days. Three members of staff have been ‘pinged’ by the Test and 

Trace app and told to isolate.  

With three weeks and three days to go, and as things stand, we are still able to offer the children: 

 The chance to spend a day in their new classes on 6th July (because they will stay in their current bubbles) 

 The chance to perform for each other in a Festival in the Field ‘light’ on 9th July (with socially distanced 

bubbles) 

 The chance to experience a sports day with their year group 

Logistically they are all challenging, but they are within the DfE rules and guidelines for schools, and I am 

determined to do everything I can to ensure that the children do not miss out.  

Obviously with all staff and families being able to do so many more things outside school, and the case rates 

rising, ‘everything I can do’ may well not turn out to be enough.  The fact remains that ensuring the children do 

not miss out is my goal and, having looked at it every which way, I have concluded that I cannot risk creating a 

‘super-spreader’ event on school grounds during a school day by having lots of spectators in – even though the 

risks of that may be very small and, at a different venue, would be within the ‘rules’.  

It breaks my heart, but I’m employed as a ‘Head’ – so we’ll film and photograph and stream as much as we can, 

and I will pray for your continued support and understanding. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sarah Lewis 


